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SUBJECT: GOP AUSTERITY POLICY AND PERUVIAN STUDENTS IN THE U.S. 

REF: STATE 51441 

1 . BECAUSE OF SERIOUS BALANCE OF PAYMENTS PROBLEMS, GOP HAS 
DECIDED TO RESTRICT AUTHORIZATION FOR PERUVIANS TO CONVERT SOLES 
INTO FOREIGN EXCHANGE. RESTRICTIONS APPLY TO NUMEROUS TRANSACTIONS, 
AND APPARENTLY BANCO DE LA NACION IS SEVERELY LIMITING THE FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE IT IS MAKING AVAILABLE FOR BOTH PERUVIANS STUDYING ABROAD 
AND FOR REGULAR NON-EMERGENCY TOURISM. 

2. CONSULATE, HOWEVER, HAS HAD NO PERCEPTIBLE CHANGE IN F I 

VISA DEMAND. EMBASSY IS UNAWARE OF REPORTED RUMORS (REFTEL) AND 
HAS NO INFORMATION INDICATING THAT THE GOP IS PREVENTING PERUVIAN 
STUDENTS FROM RETURNING TO STUDIES IN THE U.S. 
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